Panel Discussion Proposal Faculty Exchanges as a Way to Increase Globalization in the IS Curriculum
Part 1: Statement of the panel topic and the target audience The business environment has expanded to a point that many companies compete on a global level. The technologies are the same the world over, but the conditions in which they are used may be very different. Many of the information systems (IS) courses are affected by global impacts. For example, most introductory MIS books have a chapter or large part of a chapter on globalization. Databases must be designed for use across countries and continents.
Communications technologies connect organizations all over the globe. Outsourcing and offshoring have had a profound impact on IS employment and have created new IS jobs.
It is vitally important for business faculty, especially IS faculty, to understand both the global environment in which they will work and the similarities and differences among countries, cultures, languages, and global work practices. By developing this understanding, faculty can bring this knowledge to the classroom.
One way that faculty can obtain a more global view of the business world is by participating in faculty exchanges. According to our definition, a faculty exchange is when a faculty member travels to another country to live, usually for several months to a year, and they function as a faculty member at the foreign university. This experience allows the faculty member to immerse himself/herself in the culture of the foreign country and bring a greater understanding of globalization back to the classroom. It also allows faculty and students in the country being visited to experience some of the culture of the visiting faculty. Faculty who experience such a faculty exchange should be able to use the experience to enhance the educational experience at their home institutions.
This panel is aimed at all faculty that would like to experience a faculty exchange. Also, universities that might like to participate in faculty exchanges or find exchange professors.
Part 2: Statement of the panel objectives
This panel will bring together four faculty members who have participated in faculty exchanges during the last few years (some have had more than one faculty exchange) and includes one faculty member from Australia who is currently on a faculty exchange to a U.S. university. Panelists will present their experiences from participating in faculty exchanges and how they have utilized these faculty exchanges to increase globalization in their classes and enhance the curriculum in their IS department. Some of the areas that will be addressed by the panelists include:
• 
Part 3: Statement of the panel format
Each panel member will make a 10 minute presentation on their experience with their faculty exchanges (Note: most panel members have had more than one faculty exchange). After making presentations, the panelists will take questions from the audience and participate in a dialog of the topic with audience members.
Part 4: Short Bio of each panelist, and the panel facilitator, emphasizing those aspects in the bio that make the individual highly qualified to serve on the given panel
